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A Word to the Reader 


Five years ago, when some of the major powers of the 
world decided at Geneva to buy peace in Vietnam at the cost 
of the country’s unity, the general expectation was that the 
people of Vietnam would at last find peace and—at no distant 
date—regain unity in freedom and justice. For, while accepting 
the partition of the country as a temporary measure the chief 
participants, particularly those from the West, laid stress on 
free elections in the two zones with a view to evolving a 
single State for the country. The representatives of Vietnam 
had however been even then expressed misgivings. That is why 
they not only refused to sign but also protested against the 
Geneva Agreement. The following pages should show how 
right the Vietnamese were. 


The Vietminh, the Communists: who took over the 
Northern part of Vietnam in consequence of the Geneva 
Agreement, have all along since then resorted to force, strata-- 
gem, intrigue and terrorism to prevent the people in the two 
zones to come together in an atmosphere of peace and free-. 
dom. They unabashedly refuse free elections and prepara-- 
tions for free elections under impartial and effective interna-- 
tional] auspices on one pretext or another. Not only that, 
they have shrunk from nothing to undermine the very Agree- 
ment to which they had willingly appended their signatures,. 
with the result that the whole commitment so solemnly 
undertaken by them has become completely hollow. In the 
following pages would be found a glimpse of their tactics and. 
activities which should substantiate this view. 


Had the actions, activities and tactics of the Vietminh 
been directed only towards communizing the country as a 
whole, am outsider might look upon them with a shrug. But 
as members of the Communist bloc, the Vietminh are shame- 
lessly instrumental in endangering the peace and security of. 
the whole of free Asia. And that is the reason why we 
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have decided to. detail some of their main deeds as a 
warning to our fellow Asians struggling to maintain and 
consolidate their national independence. 


The threat to peace and freedom in Vietnam is a threat 
to the whole of free Asia, including eventually India as well. 
The 17th Parallel, the artificial barrier between the Republic 
of Vietnam and North Vietnam is but an extension of the. 
frontier of common contrivance that the Chinese have wan-_ 
tonly sought to impose on India in Ladakh and in NEFA. 
The toil and expense that have gone into getting together the 
facts bristling throughout the following pages would, we think,, 
be more than amply rewarded if the reader could as a result of 
perusal stop to think about the nature of the problem the, 
Republic of Vietnam faces vis-a-vis the Communists in North | 
Vietnam. We seek the reader’s indulgence in presenting here. 
only samples of the plot President Ngo Dinh Diem’s Govern- : 
ment is having to encounter to preserve Vietnam’s peace and 
security as an earnest of unification in freedom and justice of | 


the whole country. 


Plot Against Peace and Freedom in Vietnam 


(IVE years ago at the Geneva Conference, the Viet-Minh 

Communist authorities accepted the partition of Viet- 
Nam, glad to have thus brought a war-prize to the Red 
Imperialism. 


At the same Conference, the Vietnamese delegation 
vehemently protested against the Communist proposal with 
regard to the partition of the national territory. With a view 
to arriving at a stable peace without bringing damage to the 
national unity, the delegation attempted without success to 
propose 


‘fan armistice without partition, even temporary, of Viet- 
Nam, by means of the disarmament of all the belli- 
gerent forces after their withdrawal into regrouping area as 
restricted as possible, and by the establishment of temporary 
control by the United Nations over the whole of the territory 
until such time as the restoration of order and peace permits 
the Vietnamese people to decide their future by free elec- 
tions’’.* 


Moreover, the Vietnamese delegation protested against the 
hasty manner in which the armistice had been concluded and 
against the provisions of the armistice which did not take into 
account the deep aspirations of the Vietnamese people. 


The territorial partition of Viet-Nam, for which the 
Viet-Minh authorities bear full responsibility before history, 
has had for its immediate result the extension of the Com- 
munist grip on one half of the country. 


In spite of obstacles of all kinds instituted by the 
Viet-Minh, more than one million refugees have left North 
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*Protestation of the Vietnamese delegation at the plenary 
session of July 20, 1954 of the Geneva Conference, reiterating its previous 
protestations. 
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and not in slavery. In service of the national cause, we are 
fighting more than ever for the territorial reunification. 


‘We do not reject the principle of elections as peaceful and 
democratic means appropriate to achieving this unity, 
However, if elections constitute one of the bases of true 
democracy, they shall have their “raison d’ etre”’ only on 
the condition of being absolutely free. 


“Now, faced with the regime of oppression as practised by 
the Viet-Minh, we remain sceptical as to the possibility of 
achieving the conditions for a free election in the North. 


“We shall not overlook any opportunity which would 
permit the unification of our homeland in liberty. But it 
is out of the question for us to consider any proposal from 
the Viet-Minh, if no proof is given us that they place the 
higher interests of the national community above those of 
Communism, if they do not give up terrorism and totali- 
tarian methods, if they do not cease to violate their 
obligations as they have done by preventing our compatriots ° 
of the North from going South, and by attacking so 
recently, along with the Communist Pathet-Lao, the 
Friendly State of Laos.” 


The Government of Viet-Nam reaffirms this point of 
view in the above-mentioned declaration of April 6, 1956. . 


“It shall seek the reunification of the country, which it so 
ardently desires, by all peaceful means, especially by means 
of democratic and truly free elections, when all the condi- 
tions of freedom are present as it has insisted many times 
previously.”’ 


Better still it defines precisely in another Declaration on 
April 26, 1958, the concrete measures which the Viet-Minh 
Communist authorities are requested to fulfil in order to 
create Conditions sine qua non for a truly free election: 


I. They must allow the departure of 92,319 individuals 
and the 1,955 families who wish to go to the South and whose 
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applications are filed with the International Commission for 
Supervision and Control ; 


2. They must reduce their military personnel to the 
same level existing in the South; it is only after they have 
done this, and after it has been verified by an appropriate 
international organization, that the problem of reduction of 
military strength in the two zones can be usefully approached ; 


3. They must abolish what they term “revolutionary 
acceleration of the liberation of the South” by renouncing 
their methods of terrorism and murder in remote villages, and 
their sabotage of the work undertaken by the government to 
improve the living conditions of the people, particularly in 
the domain of land reform and agricultural resettlement ; 


4. They must put an end to the Communist Party’s 
economic monopoly in order that the people in the North may 
be permitted to work freely and thus improve their living 
standard, which has fallen to an unprecedented level ; 


5. They must not force the people to praise their regime 
in post-cards ; they must disband their post-card writing com- 
mittees created for propaganda purposes ; they must cease 
reprisals against the people because of the substance of post- 
cards written or received ; 


6. They must assure the same democratic liberties in 
their zone as those existing in the South and raise the living 
standard of the people in the North at least to the same _ level 
as that in the South: they must stop imposing an inhuman 


regime designed to enlarge the gap between the two zones. 
/ 


Unfortunately, this appeal has had no echo from the 
side of the Communist authorities. 


On July 17, 1959, a new Declaration of the Government 
of the Republic of Viet-Nam requested the Viet-Minh Commu- 
nist authorities pending a general solution to the problem of 
transferring the concerned people from one zone to the other, 
to reply to the proposals made by this Government since 
September 1957 in order to exchange members of 500 divided 
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families simply for humanitarian purposes. The declaration 
also reiterated the six points formulated in the Declaration of 
April 26, 1958, which still remain unanswered. 


* 
* * 


II. The policy of aggression and subversion of the 
Viet-Minh Communists 


In the face of the peaceful and constructive policy of the 
Republic of Viet-Nam,° the Viet-Minh Communists have 
applied a policy of unceasing aggression and subversion, deli- 
berately committing for the last five years the most flagrant 
violations of the Geneva Agreements of which the following 
are only a few examples : 


(a) The authorities of the North pledged to permit and 
assist the moving of civilians who desire to settle down in the 
South. 


Yet there are many who have suffered from the failure to 
carry out the above provision. 


Up to this very hour, some 11,944 petitions have been 
addressed to the Commission concerning 12,620 persons eva- 
cuated by force to North Vietnam and whose families have 
sought in vain their return to the South. In the fourth interim 
report of the International Commission for Supervision 
and Control, the Canadian Delegation has described this 
atmosphere of fear and suspicion which has hindered the 
evacuation to the South. Reports by inspection teams enu- 
Inerate various means of obstruction set up by the authorities 
ofthe North: such as the installation of soldiers and political 
cadres in the homes of the Catholics, the summoning to meet- 
ings held outside the villages at a time coinciding with the 
arrival of investigation teams ; the intimidation and imprison- 
ment of the local clergy ; the noisy manifestations by make- 
believe departers; acts of violence against and often pure and 
simple abduction of applicants for evacuation. 
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(b) The North Vietnamese Communists pledged to 
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refrain from any destruction or sabotage of all properties and 
from any injury to the civilian population, (art. 15-d). 


It has been proved that the Viet-Minh troops have deli- 
derately violated this provision. 


Before leaving inter-zone V (provinces of Quang-Ngat 
and Binh-Dinh), they have committed knowingly many acts of 
destruction and sabotage; such as the destruction of the land 
registers, the Tu-Nghia dam, the railroads and movable 
properties....According to the estimate of experts, the total 
damage thus caused amounts to 1,052,567,505 piasters. In 
addition to this vandalism, which has caused an immense 
injury to the population, there must be mentioned consider- 
able sums of money taken away by the Northern authorities 
from the residents of the South by the purchasing of trust 
‘bonds, loan bonds and Ho-chi-Minh promissory notes total- 
ing 2,533,667,866 Ho-chi-Minh’s piasters. As early as 1956 the 
National government requested without success that the Inter- 
national Commission for Supervision and Control make the 
‘Northern authorities refund the aforesaid sum to the popula- 
tion and restore properties confiscated arbitrarily from 800,000 
‘refugees before their departure to South Vietnam. 


(c) The authorities of the North pledged not to retaliate 
mor to exercise any discrimination against persons on account 
-of their activities during the hostilities, and to guarantee their 
‘democratic liberties (art. 14-c). 


This provision has been trampled under foot without 
‘scruple. 


The entire world knows about the bloody repression of 
the Quynh-Luu revolt, comparable in certain respects to the 
Hungarian revolt; two heavy Viet-Minh divisions were hurled 
against the demonstrators, slaughtering hundreds of people, 
-and arresting thousands of men, women and children, sending 
them without any distinction into inhuman concentration 
‘Camps. | 


(d) The North Vietnam regime pledged not to allow 
-any type of arms and ammunitions reinforcement to be 
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brought into the country, and to guarantee that their zone 
would not be used for the cause of any aggressive policy 
(art. 19). 


Since the Geneva Agreements, the North Vietnam regime 
has been using every means to achieve its aggressive schemes 
against the Republic of Viet-Nam. In Central and South 
Vietnam numerous dumps of arms and munitions have been. 
discovered; many Communist cadres have been caught in 
flagrant act of sabotage anda terrorism. 


In North Vietnam, the International Commission for 
Supervision and Control has been kept in complete ignorance 
of movements of war-material and military personnel in and 
out of the country. Moreover, the Viet-Miah Communist 
authorities have refused, as is mentioned, in the Commission’s 
reports, the installation of an International team on the 
China-Vietnamese border and reconnaissance of the region of 
Lai-Chau as well as the islands off the North Vietnam coast 
between Haiphong and Tien-Yen. 


The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam has called 
the Commission’s attention to the entry into North Vietnam. 
of numerous Russian and Chinese military advisers, of foreign 
military personnel, disguised as technicians as well as the 
importation of war-material camouflaged under the label 
‘‘general cargo”’. 


Recently the Czechoslovakian S/S LIDICE, which carried 
Communist arms with destination to North Vietnam, was- 
stopped for inspection en route by the French navy. This act 
has revealed before the international opinion this clandestine 
importation of arms and ammunitions which has been carrie¢ 
on unceasingly by the Viet-Minh authorities. 


(e) Article 16 forbids the augmentation of war-potential 
and military forces existing at the date of the signature of the 
Agreements. 


This provision has been delrberately violated by the 
Communists, as the British government, in its capacity as Co- 
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chairman of the Geneva Conference, formally recognised as. 
early as 1956. 


In its diplomatic note addressed to the USSR Foreign 
Affairs Ministry on April 9, 1956, the United Kingdom has 
made a striking comparison between the armed force reduc- 
tion of the Republic of Viet-Nam and the alarming increase 
of the armies in the North: 


‘...At the time of the Agreement on the Cessation of 
Hostilities, the forces at the disposal of the French Union. 
High Command in Viet-Nam amounted to approximately 
350,000 men. Since then over 100,000 French troops have: 
been withdrawn and there will soon be none left, while the 
Vietnamese army itself has been reduced by 20,000 men. 


“In North Vietnam, however, there has been no such 
reduction in military strength since the conclusion of the 
Agreements on the cessation of hostilities. On the contrary,. 
the Viet-Minh army has been so greatly strengthened by 
the embodiment and re-equipment of irregular forces that, 
instead of the seven Viet-Minh divisions in existence in July, 
1954, there are now no less than twenty. This striking 
contrast between massive military expansion in the North and’ 
the withdrawal and reduction of military forces in the South 
speaks for itself.’’ 


It is now quite obvious that since 1956, the Communist 
regime of the North has always continued to rearm itself with. 
an accelerated rhythm. 


* ee 


The complete suppression of democratic liberties, the 
reprisals, the policy of aggression, the terrorism, the Sabotage, 
the intensive rearming of the North regime...all these viola- 
tions of Geneva Agreements constitute so many subjects for 
anxiety not only about the national interests of the Viet- 
namese people but also the maintenance of Peace in South East 
Asia. 
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It is with the aim of contributing to the maintenance of 
a durable peace in this region of the world that the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Viet-Nam believes it is its duty to 
present to all peace-loving nations the report of violations of 
the Geneva Agreements perpetrated by the Viet-Minh Com- 
munists and to denounce before world opinion their constant 
policy of subversion and aggression. 


* 
* * 


The Geneva Agreements, which are essentially an 
armistice convention, include provisions pertaining to the 
cease-fire, the regrouping of forces, and the military problems. 
But they also provide guarantees for the lives and properties 
of the civilian population, for the free choice of residence, 
and they also establish the jurisdiction and functions of the 
Central Joint Commission and the International Commission 
for Supervision and Control. . 


If there is no special provision about the question of 
subversion, it is however evident that recourse to subversive 
means, as used: by the Viet-Minh Communists in their effort 
to create troubles in South Vietnam, does constitute at least 
a serious betrayal of the solemn promises they made at the 
Geneva Conference in order to re-establish peace. Besides, 
many a form of subversion violates directly and expressedly 
the Geneva Agreements ; that is the reason why subversion 
should be considered as a violation (and not the least impor- 
tant) of these Agreements. 


Two representative instances of the Vietminh’s Attempt 
at political subversion in Vietnam 


After the evacuation of the South zone, the Viet-Minh, 
in anticipation of their subversive venture, had maintained 
many of their organizations which had worked underground 
during the fight against the French Expeditionary Corps, 
although the Geneva Agreements Stipulated that all these. 
Organizations should be dissolved. 


These organizations which called themselves national 
movements, such as ‘Patriotic Front’, ‘United Front’, or- 
“Fatherland Front’’, were in reality of Communist inspiration 
and participated in activities unrelated to thé struggle for the: 


independence of the country. 
XN 


They became simply and solely directing Communist: 
propaganda and subversive agencies in the zone controlled by 
the National Government. 


As for their executive agents, they were left either where 
they were at the regrouping time, or subsequently sent dowm 
to the South in violation of the Geneva Agreements. 


On the one hand, profiting by the regime of liberty in 
the South and the benevolent policy of the National Govern-- 
ment toward real former resistance fighters, and on the other: 
hand,+by the fact that the people had not realized yet the 
Communist danger, these agents have sought, right after 
the regrouping of forces, to slip into certain Governmental 
Services, to set up Communist cells in schools, universities, 
professional organizations etc...and to influence part of the 
people through their insidious propaganda. 


But once the surprise effect was over, the people’s 
reaction against the subversive Viet-Minh agents’ mendacious. 
propaganda and ill-omened deeds was very swift. 


- Due to Communist denunciation campaigns, these agents. 
were unmasked one after another, their espionage network 
disrupted, and their sabotage plans neutralized. 
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In desperation and to support the tottering action of 
their agents in the South, the Viet-Minh authorities have put 
forth and still are spreading an extensive propaganda cam- 
paign aimed at discrediting the Government of the Republic 
of Viet-Nam and deceiving the people of the South as to the 
real situation of the North Vietnam. 


They have not hesitated to resort to the most despicable 
means—slanders and lies. 


Still worse, the Hanoi Radio has not ceased to incite 
hatred among the different classes of the people, exhorting the 
people of the South to undertake the class struggle and rise 
against the legal authorities. ‘‘Radio Hano1’, in its broad- 
casts of 23rd, 26th and 28th of October 1958, launched actual 
appeals to the highland people of South Vietnam to revolt 
against the Government of the South: 


“Highland countrymen !—said it—Stand united and fight 
against the South Government. The Government and all the 
people in the North are prepared to help you*in your struggle 
for liberty ! The Government of our ‘‘Beloved Ho” is stand- 
ing behind you! Don’t fear death! Resist and offer your 
lives to our reverend Ho !”’ 


The two most typical cases of the systematically menda- 
cious and slandering propaganda of the Viet-Minh are those 
concerning Miss Tran-thi-Nham alias Ly and that of Phu-Loi- 
re-education centre. 


Tran-thi-Nham Incident 


In November 1958, the Hanoi authorities brought before 
the International Commission for Supervision and Control a 
woman severely wounded. They introduced her as an former 
resistance fighter, born in Quang-Nam (South Vietnam). The 
latter was, as they stated, tortured by the provincial authori- 
ties and had just crossed the 17th parallel. A propaganda 
campaign was then conducted with much furore about this 
matter to make people believe that the interested party was a 
victim of the national police’s reprisals because of her former 
resistance activities. 
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However, after an investigation, it was revealed that 

Tran-thi-Nham had never been subject to any torture. The 

amterested party was detained for her subversive activities 

after the Geneva Agreements—this detention was quite legal. 

She was subsequently allowed to return home in perfect health 
after a few months of detention in a re-education centre. 


The conclusion was reached that the wounds found on 
Tran-thi-Nham’s body must have been created by the Viet- 
Minh themselves for the sake of the cause. 


The Phu-Loi Incident 


This case reveals a second aspect of Communist subver- 
sion in South Vietnam. Itis aimed at provoking trouble or 
riots and to exploit such incidents. 


Farly in December 1958, in a re-education camp about 
thirty kilometers from Saigon, some prisoners having connec- 
tions outside the camp, simulated a case of food poisoning by 
order of the Hanoi authorities. 


Immediately, more than one hundred other prisoners 
also declared themselves victims of this poisoning and 
demanded to be sent to the camp hospital. But their 
manoeuvre was frustrated by the camp authorities. A medical 
examination to which these people were subjected revealed 
that there was in reality no case of poisoning. 


It is curious to note that the Hanoi Radio immediately 
reported the case with a lot of imaginary details by accusing 
the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam of poisoning 
their former resistance fighters and causing death to more than 
one thousand detainees. 


Big meetings were organized and committees were set up 
in Hanoi and everywhere throughout North Vietnam for the 
one purpose -of protesting against this so-called slaughter. 
The radio and the press in all Communist countries repeated 
this propaganda, the nature of which is beyond belief. 


In reality, the facts are quite different. The so-called 
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concentration camp at Phu-Loi is simply a political re-educa- 
tion centre established for ex-Viet-Minh cadres who had joined 
the nationalcause. The camp provided spacious installations 
and commodities : a picture-house,a ground for sports, a 
chapel and a suitable kitchen where the boarders prepare their 
own meals, This camp constitutes a concrete realization of 
safety measures proposed by the most advanced criminologists. 
The reform aims at obtaining a social adjustment of the 
individual rather than branding him for life by a_ penal 
condemnation. 


On November 30, 1958 there were actually a few slight 
cases of indigestion caused by the customary, elaborate Sun- 
day meals, but they all recovered quickly. No boarder was a 
victim of poisoning as charged by the Viet-Minh. 


An English Parliamentary delegation, which made a 
recent visit to the camp, stated that the camp had done no- 
thing contrary to the Geneva Agreements, and that the 
Imaginary slaughter to which the Viet-Minh had referred was 
hardly believable. 2 


Such propaganda is undoubtedly destined to draw 
public opinion away from crimes committed by the Viet-Mink 
themselves against those they suspected to be working faith- 
fully for the National Government or who were hostile to the | 
Communist regime. The slaughter of the inhabitants of Ba- 
Lang, Quynh-Luu...is still present in everyone’s memory. 
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